
Employment First: Topics & Tactics 

The Arizona Employment First initiative is funded through a partnership with Vocational 
Rehabilitation (VR), providing crucial resources to advance Employment First's mission of 
achieving competitive integrated employment for all Arizonans with disabilities. 

 
Topic: Employment First in Arizona: Current Policies and Key Leaders.  
 
Tactic: Familiarize yourself with Arizona’s Employment First policies and connect with 
key stakeholders to better understand their implementation efforts. 
 
Additional Handouts 

• DDD-2283A: Employment that is right for me 
• DDD-2283S: Un Empleo Adecuado Para Mi 
• VR's PPT PDF: Employment First Topics and Tactics_VR  

Upcoming Events: 

1. Register for ADE's 2024 PSO Survey Results here: Meeting Registration - Zoom 
2. Register for Employment First: Topics & Tactics series: Employment First: Topics & 

Tactics | Sonoran Center for Excellence in Disabilities 

Websites:  

• More information about AHCCCS and the HCBS Rules: Home and Community 
Based Settings (HCBS) Rules 

• AZ Employment First webpage: Employment First | Sonoran Center for Excellence 
in Disabilities 

• AZ AHCCCS website: AHCCCS 
• ADE ESS website: Welcome to Exceptional Student Services | Arizona Department 

of Education 
• Customized Employment Pilot webpage: Customized Employment Pilot | Sonoran 

Center for Excellence in Disabilities 
• Arizona APSE website: azapse.org 
• ADDPC website: ADDPC | Arizona Development Disabilities Planning Council 

Contacts: 

Adam Robson, Employment Administrator, AHCCCS, adam.robson@azahcccs.gov 

Kelly Thomas, Employment Services Manager, DDD, kellythomas@azdes.gov 

Stephanie Johnson, Strategic Initiatives Manager, DES/VR, sjohnson@azdes.gov  

ADE/ESS Secondary Transition Team, ESSTransitionInbox@azed.gov | (602) 542-3855 
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